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About This Book

The Annual World Bank Conference on Development Economics (ABCDE) is a
forum for discussion and debate of important policy issues facing developing coun-
tries. The conferences emphasize the contribution that empirical economic research
can make to understanding development processes and to formulating sound devel-
opment policies. Conference papers are written by researchers in and outside the
World Bank. The conference series was started in 1989. Conference papers are
reviewed by the editors and are also subject to internal and external peer review.
Some papers were revised after the conference, to reflect the comments made by dis-
cussants or from the floor, while most discussants’ comments were not revised. As a
result, discussants’ comments may refer to elements of the paper that no longer exist
in their original form. Unless otherwise noted, participants’ affiliations identified in
this volume are as of the time of the conference, June 22-24, 2009.

The planning and organization of the June 2009 conference was a joint effort by
the Government of the Republic of Korea, the Korea Development Institute (KDI),
and the World Bank. We gratefully acknowledge timely and valuable contributions
made by all the members of the Steering Committee and several anonymous
reviewers.

We would also like to thank Alan Gelb and Aehyung Kim for their insightful
advice and Leita Jones, conference organizer, whose excellent organizational skills
helped to ensure a successful conference.

Finally, we thank the editorial staff from the World Bank’s Office of the Publisher
for their efforts in pulling this volume together.



