The following statement should be delivered to the President of the Republic of Korea Roh. Prof. Jürgen Habermas und Prof. Hans-Jürgen Krysmanski, who have together prepared the following text, belong to the first undersigned.

To the President of the Republic of Korea, Mr. Roh Moo-Hyun

Statement concerning the conviction of Professor Du-Yul Song by a South Korean court based on the National Security Law

We, the undersigned, welcome the significant progress in the democratic development of the Republic of Korea. Many of us know the country. We honor its citizens and their efforts for a modernization of their society in the spirit of humanity and justice.

The more we are taken aback that a law still finds application in a time of rapprochement and reconciliation between South Korea and North Korea, which originates from the darkest times of the cold war and the blind ideological demarcation: the National Security Law. This law is considered worldwide to be incompatible with international right.

We are appalled about the conviction of Professor Du-Yul Song to seven years prison on the basis of this law. We support the detailed criticism which amnesty international has practiced at the procedure of the trial and at the reasons for the verdict. 

As a critic of the military dictatorship Professor Song was not allowed to visit his homeland for 37 years because of the existence of the National Security Law. He returned, officially invited from democratic organizations of the Republic of Korea. He returned as someone, who strove with his entire scientific work diligently for the reconciliation of South Korea and North Korea and thereby took on many risks.

An irreproachable scientist and a German citizen became the ball of struggles relating to domestic affairs. From this verdict large damage results to the reputation of the Republic of Korea in the world public.

We therefore demand the immediate suspension of the application of the National Security Law and an immediate amnesty for Professor Du-Yul Song.
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