Policy Focus Report ¢ Lincoln Institute of Land Policy

e

— L v L
oSl T




Regularization of Informal Settlements
in Latin America

Edésio Fernandes

Policy Focus Report Series

The policy focus report series is published by the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy to address
timely public policy issues relating to land use, land markets, and property taxation. Each report
is designed to bridge the gap between theory and practice by combining research findings, case
studies, and contributions from scholars in a variety of academic disciplines and from profes-
sional practitioners, local officials, and citizens in diverse communities.

About This Report

This report examines the prevalence of informal settlements in Latin America and analyzes
the two primary paradigms for regularization programs that have been used with mixed results
to improve conditions in these areas. The first, exemplified by Peru, involves the narrow legali-
zation of tenure through titling. The second is Brazil’s broader approach to regularization that
combines legal titling with the upgrading of public services, job creation, and community support
structures. The author takes a sociolegal approach to this analysis. While local practices vary
widely, most informal land developments in Latin America exhibit violations of the prevailing
formal legal order governing land use, planning, registration, building, and taxation, and there-
fore have fundamental problems of illegality. Resolving these problems does not link directly
to improvements in public services unless service upgrading is provided as part of a broader
regularization program.

Regularization itself remains a work in progress, and the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy’s
Program on Latin America and the Caribbean has long been concerned about how to address
informality and its impacts. This report is part of an ongoing set of research, education and
training programs, and related publications that document the work of many colleagues in
countries throughout the region and the world. Additional information on this topic is available
on the Institute’s Web site at www.lincolninst.edu/aboutlincoln/latin-america-caribbean.asp.
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