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Preface

This is the second issue of the new Statistical
Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific. The format was
revised in 2007 and attracted encouraging feed-
back from readers. It is aimed at a non-specialized
audience that is interested in this dynamic and
diverse region and wishes to see how the economies,
societies and environment of Asia and the Pacific
are developing in comparison with other world
regions.

Rich in information content, the Yearbook
includes data, charts and a textual overview of well
over 200 indicators, covering all spheres of the work
of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific, as well as such cross-cutting issues
as poverty and gender.

The baseline year for the data is 1990 —
intentionally the same as that for the Millennium
Development Goals, so the Yearbook can also be
used for tracking progress towards the Goals. The
Yearbook uses the internationally comparable data
available at the time of publication. For more recent
estimates and forecasts, readers can also consult
another ESCAP publication, the Economic and
Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific.

The publication can be downloaded, as
a whole or in parts, from the ESCAP website at:
www.unescap.org/stat/data/syb2008/. Bookmark the
site for your future reference, not least because it has
a link to the Yearbook database, which includes
full-length time series, including those that were
used to derive numerous indicators.

In an effort to keep the format user-friendly
and readable, we have avoided some of the technical
terms, complex charts and in-depth analysis that are
a mainstay of some other ESCAP publications. But
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the Yearbook compromises neither on statistical
standards nor on methodologies.

In order to maximise the comparability of
indicators across countries and regions and over
time, the Yearbook uses annual data from the most
respected international data sources. The countries
of Asia and the Pacific, are defined as the 58 regional
members and associate members of ESCAP.
Because these countries are so diverse, the Yearbook
publishes absolute numbers only for a limited
number of series. Instead, it usually expresses
indicators as ratios of two series, or in per capita
terms, or by unit of land area or of output. Only
then can economies as small as Niue be compared
with such large ones as China or the Russian
Federation.

Major improvements over last year include
a wider and more balanced mix of indicators, fewer
data gaps, more robust methods of aggregation and
improved metadata. On the production side,
additional subject-matter experts have contributed
from within ESCAP and partner agencies, helping
to improve the quality and focus of various chapters.
Another major development, though invisible to
readers, has been the implementation of a state-of-
the art database to host data for the Yearbook, along
with other ESCAP statistical data and metadata.

If we are to continue to publish the Statistical
Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific, we need to be sure
that it is useful to readers. For this purpose, it is
important to have feedback. If you find the current
issue useful or have suggestions for improvements,
please complete the readership survey form,
inserted or online, and return it to ESCAP. Thank
you.
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